PERSONALITIES
were, indeed, difficult. Sir Horace had, naturally, to carry
out Mr. Lloyd George's policy in favour of Mr. Venezelos
and the Greeks. I was only concerned with the safety of my
Force, a very small one. When the Greeks were completely
routed in Anatolia, which ended in the debacle of Smyrna,
the situation of the British Forces became exceedingly critical.
It is well known that both the French and Italian Forces were
pro-Turk, so that the whole burden fell on us. The way in
which both the French and Italian Governments deserted us at
Chanak by withdrawing their Forces is not forgotten.
SIR NEVILE HENDERSON AND OTHERS.
It was in Constantinople during the years 1920-23 when I
was Commander-in-Chief of the Allied Forces of Occupation
in Turkey, that I came in contact and formed a firm friendship
with Nevile Henderson. He was then first secretary at the
British Embassy under Sir Horace Rumbold. That friendship
grew.
It was at Mudania in October, 1922, that I signed with the
French and Italian Commanders, Generals Charpy and Mom-
belli, a convention with General Ismet Pasha, now President
Inouyi, which avoided a war with Turkey within seventy-five
minutes of the first shots being fired at Chanak Whether
rightly or wrongly I do not know. I was strongly condemned
in certain quarters for having done so, and Mr. Lloyd George's
Coalition Cabinet fell in consequence, though quite unknown
to me at the time_and, as I have said, attempted to pass a vote
of censure on me for having made peace instead of war, but
it was frustrated by Lord Curzon.
It seems to-day that we are very glad to have Turkey as our
friend. Should we have had Turkey as our dose friend to-day
if we had gone to war with her in October, 1922 ? I did not
tlwi1c that our country wanted another war, and the chilly
answer of our Dominions to Mr. Winston Churchill's appeal
223